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BY Liz Case

On November 23rd, 
the auditorium of Wil-
bur Cross High School 
was filled with senior 
students and student 
athletes, eager for 
the assembly to start. 
Michael Vick, quar-
terback for the NFL’s 
Philadelphia Eagles, 
along with represen-
tatives from The Hu-
mane Society, gave an 
important presenta-
tion to inform students 
about the horrific con-
sequences of animal 
abuse, dog fights, as 
well as how students 
can get involved in 
stopping these acts. 

 Quarterback Michael Vick talked to students about his experience growing up want-
ing a dog, but not getting one until he returned to his childhood neighborhood in his early 
twenties. He bought several dogs from a man he knew as a child--all pit bulls, trained to 
fight. Vick stated that at the time he never knew of the consequences and reality of the horror 
behind the fights; to him, it was a normal thing in the neighborhood where he was growing 
up. He went on to fight his dogs for seven to eight years, earning large profits over time, not 
much worrying about whether or not he would get caught. Vick was eventually caught and 
spent time in jail. Vick now works with the Humane Society to raise awareness about animal 
abuse and cruelty. 
 Vick offered lots of motivational advice to those in the audience. “You gotta be 
responsible, you gotta hold yourself accountable...don't let your environment shape you and 
mold you...make life easy. Make the right choices,” Vick said. He encouraged students to 
make the right choices, and to go to college; students should do what’s right and not let 
people and mistakes around them effect their decisions in life. 
 In speaking of his career, Vick mentioned that although he is one of the best athletes 
in the NFL, it doesn't matter; he knows what he did was wrong. When asked by a student if 
he had any difficulties regaining fame after the incident, he stated, “All I could think about 
was making things right, I wasn't concerned with the fame...” 
 Michael Vick showed true sincerity in his talk, creating a personal connection with 
the students. Although he cannot undo the wrong that he did, he is working to make things 
better.

Michael Vick: Redeemed?
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Opinion “Ignorance is Not Always Blissful” was an ar-
ticle written in the October issue of The Proc-
lamation. The article was quite interesting and 
thought provoking. However, when I reached 
the paragraph about Israel, I quickly realized 
that the writer of this article lacked some funda-
mental understanding of the Israeli- Arab Con-
flict. 
    A sentence that really struck me was, “When 
the country [Israel] is referred to as a home 
only for the Jewish people, I get mad as hell.” 
According to the United Nations’ (UN) Reso-
lution 181, “Independent Arab and Jewish 
States… shall come into existence in Palestine 
two months after the evacuation of the armed 
forces of the mandatory [British] Power has 
been completed…” In simpler terms, the area 
shall be split into two states, a Jewish state and 
an Arab state. This means that even before Is-
rael declared independence; the UN resolution 
intended it be a Jewish state! By granting the 
Jews their own state, the UN assembly wished 
to prevent another Holocaust from taking place.   
When this resolution was announced to the rest 
of the world, the Palestinians and neighboring 
Arab Nations’ response was to declare war in 
order to annihilate the newly established Jew-
ish state (1948). The Arab leaders promised the 
Palestinians that they would live a life free of 
Jewish neighbors and asked them to temporarily 
leave their homes to make way for their armies. 
Israel won its war for independence paying a 
severe price with 10% of its population killed! 
Keep in mind; this was only 3 years after the 
Holocaust ended (1945).  After the war Ben Gu-
rion, the Israeli prime minister, called all Arabs 
who fled during the war to return to their homes, 
and live in peace with their Jewish neighbors. 
In the laws of war and its aftermath, Israel the 
winner, didn’t have to make any offers of good 
will to its attackers. Many of the Palestinians 
did return and they live in many villages, towns, 
and cities in Israel. Recognizing the big Arabic 
population, Israel by law, adopted Arabic to be 
its second formal language after Hebrew and be-
fore English. Palestinians make up 17% of the 
Israeli population and they have democratically 
elected representatives in the Israeli parliament. 
During its 62 years of existence, Israel expe-
rienced several wars and many terror attacks, 
but never during these tensed times that Israel 
rounded up its Arabic citizens and sent them to 
camps like the US did to its citizens of Japa-
nese origin during World War II. Israel is not an 
apartheid state!
 “Ignorance is Not Always Blissful” 
was followed by another article titled “Septem-
ber 2010: Steps Towards Peace”.
continued on page 3
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Case

While new technology has made it easier to access information and connect with other people, it has 
also made it easier to hurt other people. In this day and age, kids our age are more uncomfortable 
about themselves than ever. 
A string of gay suicides has shocked the nation, resulting in the “It Gets Better Project,” in which 
famous and not famous record videos telling homosexual kids about their experiences with bullying. 
But soon, some other tragedy will line the newsstands, and the bullying of homosexual teenagers 
will be yesterday’s news. What happens then? People will stop looking out for gays and lesbians, 
and the suicides will just start rising again.
 Also in the news, girls and boys alike are eating nothing but their feelings, creating unreal-
istic expectations for themselves. Sure anorexia and bulimia have been in the news forever, but they 
tend to forget about those kids who don’t have an eating disorder. Those kids are still uncomfortable 
with what they look like and who they are, but aren’t given the time of day.
 Its time to stop calling people flabby, and it’s time to stop teasing kids just because they are 
a certain way. In this issue of the Proclamation it’s our goal to shed some light on what everyone 
else is sweeping under the rug. We know it’s a little controversial, but it’s important to understand 
what is wrong with our society and how we can fix it. We will cover sexuality from the eyes of our 
own students, how homosexuality is portrayed in the movies and in books, and the struggle with 
body issues.
 Next time you are about to call something “gay,” think about the people you are hurting. 
Think about the kids in the LGBTQ support group, think of your friends who might be questioning. 
Remember, bullying is illegal and should be fought on all fronts. Don’t say gay. The word isn’t syn-
onymous with stupid; it’s only synonymous with homosexual. And before you look at that girl and 
snicker with your friends about the way she looks in those jeans, think about how you would feel if 
you were the target of your put-down. 

Civility is the Answer

STAFF AND CONTRIBVUTORS
Rachel Smith, Sophie Dillon, John Gao, Stephen Hannon, 
Shoshana Lovett-Graff, Darnesha Austin-Taylor, Johnny Olav-
arria, Johan Sigg, Whetnay Moore, Maya Wilson
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 Indeed, both articles had the same author but 
the latter was more of a news piece.

The writer criticizes Israel saying that, “Israel 
continues to build the wall and to build Jew-
ish settlements in the West Bank”. Of course 
we can disagree on the actions taken by the 
Israeli government as well as we can have a 
disagreement with our own government. Still 
we have to remember that Israel is an inde-
pendent, sovereign nation, reserved for Jews 
and it provides the freedom of religion for all 
worshipers. Israel has the right to build a wall 
to prevent Palestinian terrorists from the West 
Bank to enter Israel, like the US built one on 
the Mexican- American border to defend against 
the drug cartels and to stop illegal immigration. 
In addition, the author passes judgment on the 
fact that Palestinian vehicles’ license plates are 
marked differently than other Israeli citizens’ li-
cense plates. This action is a security measure; 
cars that have green license plates mean that 
they may be a possible threat to Israeli citizens 
and that they should be searched carefully for 
weapons. This practice has kept many Israeli 
citizens out of harm’s way. The fact is that most 
terrorist attacks on Israeli citizens are Pales-
tinians and there is no way to argue with that. 
 As for the issue of settlements, I do 
not see a problem in the construction of Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank. Israel has every 
legal right to build on its own land! As a mat-
ter of fact the future of Jerusalem and the right 
of return were the issues discussed by the ne-
gotiating parties while the settlements were not.
 Finally, the author states that The Red 
Cross “has criticized the conflict between Israel 
and Palestine…” Hamas, a Palestinian terrorist 
organization which rules Gaza, has not allowed 
the Red Cross to visit the captured Israeli sol-
dier Gilad Shalit who has been held hostage 
since June of 2006. While any POWs that Is-
rael captures are allowed to be seen and taken 
care of by the Red Cross. Very little response 
from the Red Cross or the UN was noticed 
for this violation of the Geneva Convention.
 To sum it all up, Israel will try to 
protect its citizens as much as possible. The 
Israeli- Palestinian conflict is a very com-
plex issue, but it has to be analyzed fairly. 
It is unfair to make Israel seem like the an-
tagonist in this dispute. Both sides need to be 
willing to coexist with each other in order 
for the peace process to continue smoothly.    
 
Disclamer: I was born in Israel and haev grown up  
in CT since the age of 4. Feel free to contact me 
on this matter at: israelquestions@gmail.com. 
   

From Tomer Canaan

 Thea’s Thoughts
  BY THEA DOYON

“Go home, take a paper bag, cut some eyeholes out of it. Put it over your head, get undressed and 
look at yourself in the mirror. Really evaluate where your strengths and weaknesses are. And be 
honest.” –Joan Harris of Mad Men

For once, this year I am actually feeling good about my-
self. The recent craze for vintage 1960’s clothing has 
made curves desirable for a while. Stars like Christina 
Hendricks of Mad Men are known for their hourglass fig-
ures and show them off. I feel like I fit in with the girls who 
grace magazine covers. But I know that next season skin-
ny will be back in and it will be hard to find dresses that 
don’t look like sacks. As I try to find something to wear, I 
know I will go back to hating that my shirts never fit right. 
 It is wrong to hate our bodies. I really do agree 
with that statement. But every day when I sit with 
my friends, our most talked about topic is our physi-
cal problems. “This is what I hate,” we say, pok-
ing a body part. “This is how I’m going to lose 
weight when I get to college,” we tell each other.  
 I think every girl in this school would readily admit to 
having body issues at some point in their life. I’m guess-
ing the boys have too, although I doubt they would say so.
 Adults love to complain about our body issues, as 
if bulimia didn’t exist when they were our age. They 
blame us for being too judgmental and catty, as if 
they think that every high school resembles Mean 

Girls. But I have to think at some point that there can’t be something wrong with all teenagers. 
 I know this has been said before, but it’s really a problem with the media. Seventeen Maga-
zine promotes their “Body Peace Campaign”, and then the next page of the magazine contains 
advice on how to look beautiful with a new kind of mascara. I don’t mind either type of article. I 
am all for achieving “Body Peace” and I will admit that I have a secret passion for Vogue and Elle, 
which continually advertise unreachable fantasies to sell overpriced skirts. I do, however, have a 
problem with these two different articles sitting side by side, like they don’t contradict each other. 
 My question is this: Why should Lauren Conrad, or someone like her,  be able to say that 
she is promoting a healthy body image campaign when her clothing line doesn’t go above a size ten?
 I don’t think we can be blamed for having problems with our body if we are sent 
such mixed messages. If these adults are really trying to fix perceptions that teenagers have 
about their bodies, they need to stop trying to fix us and start trying to fix the rest of the world.

Being Gay At Wilbur Cross
BY RACHEL SMITH
As one of the largest schools in New Haven, Wilbur Cross is known for its diversity. Sadly, for some 
students at Cross, prejudice is all too familiar. It is a well known fact that high school can be an extreme-
ly difficult time for LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender or Questioning) students, but until 
now, their plight has been largely unknown or ignored. Due to the recent publicity regarding the bul-
lying and suicides of gay students around the country, steps have been taken to raise awareness about 
this important issue. I wanted to take matters into my own hands and see what some students thought 
about Cross and it’s atmosphere towards LGBTQ students. The first interviewee rocked quickly from
side to side. After a quick swipe at some invisible piece of lint, she replied,“It depends on the so-
cial group… there is more mocking of straight students than direct discrimination of the gay stu-
dents themselves... amongst the open minded, usually ECA or academically advanced students, 
who are less ignorant have an open mind toward the gay students…Among religious fanatics 
or those who may be closed minded, they are not brave enough to directly approach a gay stu-
dent and mock them. However they will feel free to express their feelings to others.” I found an-
other student on the way to lunch, who managed to smile and say, “I don’t know any gay kids! 
Well…I don’t know that they are gay! But I haven’t heard of anyone mistreating anyone, so 
I hope that it’s all cheery!” before scampering away. I thought, “Let’s try to keep it that way.”
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How Do You Feel About “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell?”
For “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell”

BY THEA DOYON

Our country is in the middle of turmoil. We are 
in a war that we are not readily winning. There 

is a right time to change rules, and that is in a 
time of peace. During peacetime, we have both 
the time and the money to spend on re-educating 
our armed forces. During war we have more im-
portant things to focus on.
    Homosexual soldiers in the military keep their 
sexual orientation a secret for more reasons than 
expulsion from the military. While I do not think 
every soldier is homophobic, some are bound 
to be, and an openly gay service member may 
not survive in an environment where he or she 
is bound to be teased or harassed by their fellow 
soldiers. In a time of peace, it is worth looking at 
the effects of openly gay soldiers in the military, 
but right now, until we can take the time for our 
soldiers to go through sensitivity training. We 
cannot risk upsetting the bonds between soldiers 
in an active war. 
    While some may feel that it is not politically 
correct to say it, most people do become uncom-
fortable in locker rooms or gym showers when 
they know that one of their friends is homosexu-
al. While I don’t think this is necessarily a good 
thing, I do think it shows that there are a number 
of misconceptions that the whole world must 
figure out before we can force the same discom-
fort on our soldiers.
    It’s simply not the right time to repeal the 
Don’t ask, don’t tell policy. Let’s wait until we 
are in a safer situation before we delve into such 
a sticky issue. 

Bill Clinton was a pretty good president, but 
I don’t know what he 
was thinking when 
he passed the Don’t 
ask, Don’t Tell policy 
in 1993. Our country 
was founded on the 
value of equality for 
all. The first European 
Americans came to 
the New World to es-
cape persecution for 
who they were.  Ho-
mosexuals pay taxes, 
serve jury duty, and 
do all the rest of the 
things fundamental to 
American citizenship. 
So why shouldn’t they 
be allowed to serve 
in our armed forces?

Some people defend 
Don’t ask, Don’t Tell on the grounds that it 
hurts the morale of other soldiers. Yet there is 
no real evidence behind this statement. The 
American Psychological Association states: 
“Empirical evidence fails to show that sexual 
orientation is germane to any aspect of military 
effectiveness including unit cohesion, morale, 
recruitment and retention.” Basically, there’s 
nothing bad that comes from letting gays be in 
the military. So why would people even support 
this policy in the first place? Does it echo some 
deep-seated homophobia that has been lurking 
in the national conscience? Don’t ask me. But 
I don’t really understand why Don’t ask, Don’t 
Tell could even come about in the first place. 
In fact, Bill Clinton ran on the platform that he 
would not ban homosexuals from serving in the 
military. The Don’t ask, Don’t Tell policy was 
signed into action early in his presidency as a 
compromise between him and the conserva-
tives. Obviously, it is far from a compromise: 
it’s one of the most viciously debated gay rights 
topics in the country. But with all the evidence 
for permitting gays in the military, it should 
stop being so disputed. Which groups will come 
next? Foreign-born citizens? Muslims? Abolish 
this military policy already, before it’s too late!

Against “Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell”

BY DAVID ELKIN-GINNETTI

Another Coronation Ball, and another night at 
the mall trying to find something that fits just 
right. My problem is my height: dresses that ap-
pear short on these sickly thin mannequins rest 
at, or even below, my knees when I put them 
on. Thankfully, my height isn’t something that 
you can change – well, you can, but I doubt 
many people want to go to China to have their 
legs lengthened (it sounds quite painful). I have 
been short all my life and have gotten used to it, 
usually not noticing how short I am until I see 
someone else who is my height. But sadly, many 
girls and even boys are constantly staring at the 
“flaws” on their bodies and can’t just accept that 
it is just who they are. It’s really nothing more 
than the media showing its ever strengthening 
grip on us as we get bombarded with more and 
more airbrushed images. Studies show that these 
days, by age five, a girl is worrying about how 
“hot” she looks. Yes, cute little girls already 
want to be hot. And a recent episode of Glee also 
spoke about the insecurities guys have that aren’t 
put under the spotlight as much. More guys feel 
they need to be as muscular as possible. Toy 
companies have been criticized for pumping up 
the muscles on action figures targeted for young 
boys, which may be where this all starts. It’s 
very similar to the blonde Barbie’s unattainable 
looks that girls long for. After all that we have 
to see every day, it surprising we can have any 
self-esteem at all: “The average woman sees 400 
to 600 advertisements per day, and by the time 
she is 17 years old, she has received over 50,000 
commercial messages through the media.  Only 
9% of these commercials have a direct statement 
about beauty, but many more implicitly empha-
size the importance of beauty--particularly those 
that target women and girls” (Body Image and 
Advertising). This was much like the girl I could 
hear arguing with her mom as she tried on dress 
after dress. My cousin who was in the dressing 
room’s hallway saw her and told her how pretty 
it looked with her long legs. I stepped out in the 
hallway holding the back of my dress. “Wow, I 
wish I could wear that,” I said, knowing it would 
look like an ill-fitting gown on me. “Really?,” 
she said as she smiled. Her mom sort of had a 
“thank you” look on her face. “Really,” I said. 
She looked perfectly fine.

The Issue With Body 
Issues
BY CHANTE LEWIS
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In math class last year, before class had begun, I 
was talking with a classmate (we’ll call him Scott) 
when an openly gay student walked by us wearing 
short jean cutoffs.
 “Yo, why are his shorts so short?” Scott 
asked, turning away. “That’s just not right.”
 “Why?” I asked him. He looked at me 
like I was crazy.
 “It’s like, you 
know, gay. It’s wrong.” 
 “ W h a t ’ s 
wrong with being gay? 
He’s not offending you 
personally.” Though 
I’m straight, I have al-
ways believed in gay 
rights.
 “I’m just 
scared that, you know, 
he might like hit on me 
or something.”
 “I doubt that,” 
I said. “He’s kind of out 
of your league.”
 I wish I could 
say that this was a one-
time thing, that Scott 
has this one-in-a-mil-
lion, irrational fear of 
homosexuality. But that 
would be lie. Anti-gay 
sentiment is alive and 
well at Wilbur Cross 
High School. “Fag” 
and “gay” are shouted in the hallways every day as 
insults, and jeans that are too tight or nail polish on 
boys can earn some nasty comments.
 Scott and I continued to argue when math 
class ended.
 “Tell me what problems you have with 
being gay.” I asked him.
 “Okay, well it’s like, them. They chose to 
be that way. I don’t agree with that choice.”
This is the first thing you’ll hear out of most anti-
gay people’s mouths when asked to defend them-
selves, but dozens of scientific studies on human 
development have shown differently.  
They have shown that gender identity and sexual 
orientation are decided in pregnancy, at a separate 
point in time from when your body develops. This 
means that whatever parts you have, don’t neces-
sarily have a say in who you love or what gen-
der you feel you are. Whatever you are pro-
grammed to be in pregnancy will make you feel 
a certain way during and after puberty, no matter 
how you are raised or what you go through during 
childhood. Think about it like this: when  

Short Shorts: 
Homophobia at 
Wilbur Cross
BY SOPHIE DILLON

you were growing up, you never flipped through a 
magazine with a boy model and a girl model right 
next to each other, pointed to one and decided, 
“Here, that’s the one that I’m going to be attracted 
to.” Gay people didn’t either. 
I explained this to Scott and he got a little flustered.
 “Being gay is un-Christian. It’s in the 
Bible, man goes with woman, not man
with man. It’s against my religion,” he said.
 “Well have you ever eaten a pork chop?” 
I asked him. 
 Scott is completely right on this one. 
Anyone can look up Leviticus 18:22 in the King 
James Bible and read that homosexuality is a de-

testable sin. However, 
Chapter 11 of Leviticus 
also bans eating pig, 
clams, crab, oysters, 
lobster, and many other 
foods that a lot of us eat 
every day. Furthermore, 
Leviticus tells us that if a 
man has sex with a slave 
or engaged woman, then 
he must whip her because 
she is unclean. Then in 
27:3-7 God proclaims 
that men are worth more 
than women. 
 Luckily Scott had the 
sense to back out of this 
argument rather than de-
clare himself a sexist who 
has never been to Red 
Lobster.
 “It’s wrong,” he said. 
“Men and women are 
made to be together.”
 Again, Scott has a 

valid point. We humans have a convenient lock 
and key system working out for us, body-wise. But 
the reason why we were made this way is so that 
we could have children. Every life form needs to 
reproduce to keep their species on the planet. How-
ever, reproduction and love is not the same thing. 
While often they go hand in hand, today our planet 
is overpopulated. Having babies is not a problem 
of modern times. If we condemn gay people for 
having relationships where they are not able to 
naturally reproduce, then we should also condemn 
skinny people for not piling on the fat come winter-
time when game is scarce.
 Yes, most humans grow up used to see-
ing men and women together, so our brains notice 
a break in this pattern when we see a gay couple. 
But, just because we don’t understand something 
doesn’t mean we should belittle it. 
 After arguing straight through the bells, 
Scott finally said, “I’m fine with it, but I don’t want 
to see it.”
 Well, it’s a step.

Got sex questions? Ask a Planned Parenthood 
STAR (Students Teaching About Responsible 
Sexuality) or go to the Body Shop. Want to 
learn more about Brain Sex Differentiation? Go 
to “The Original Harry Benjamin Syndrome 
Site.”

For most, Columbus Day weekend means more 
time to hang out with friends, more time for 
sleeping, more time for homework, and most 
importantly, less time at school. However, for 
60 youth between the ages of 10 and 17, the 
weekend was one of adventure and a way to take 
learning to the next level. These youth are cadets 
in the United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps: an 
organization dedicated to educating youth about 
the military though instruction about life in the 
United States Navy. To these cadets, October 8th 
through October 10th was not Columbus Day 
weekend, but rather JPK Training Weekend.
 JPK Training Weekend begins when 
cadets arrive at Battleship Cove in Fall River, 
MA. Docked in the cove are four historic navy 
ships, each preserved and converted into muse-
ums. One of the four, the destroyer USS Joseph 
P. Kennedy Jr. was the main attraction of the 
weekend, since cadets live and train like sailors 
on board from the moment they arrived. The de-
stroyer was built and served during World War 
II, and also served during the Korean War.
 The weekend included classes varying 
from handling the ship’s ropes and lines, dock-
ing the ship, knot tying, leadership skills, and 
handling firefighting equipment. Unlike any 
class at Cross, paper and pencils were not in-
volved. Cadets worked as a team to perform all 
tasks on deck. Aside from classes, cadets lived 
in the same berthing areas that had been home to 
sailors during the deployments of WWII, as well 
as cooking and eating in the same galleys. 
 As one of the cadets on the training, I 
can say that it was one of the best things I have 
ever experienced. Most cadets in the program 
hope to join the Navy or one of the other armed 
services, and this is the chance to get those skills 
now, before joining, and have fun while doing 
it. I would give up any school holiday to spend 
time at Sea Cadets Training. 

JPK Weekend
BY ELIZABETH CASE
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News

“I don’t sustain North Korean’s political sys-
tem. I don’t think that three generations of he-
reditariness is a good idea.” said Kim Jong-
Nam, Kim Jong Il’s oldest son,  in front of a 
large crowd of journalists in Macau last week.  
 North Korea is a country that lies between 
the Sea of Japan and China. It has a harsh dictator-
ship. It’s led by communist party. It once had a 
leader named Kim Il Sung. After he died, his son-
Kim Jong Il who is today’s leader of North Korea 
lead the whole country. But Kim Jong Il has some 
health problems now and is afraid that he is going 
to die soon. So now, he apointed his third son-Kim 
Jong Un to be the next leader. Rumors say that 
the brothers were trying to assassinate each other. 
Now, Kim Jong Nam is living in Macau, China. 
 Meanwhile, North Korea is fac-
ing  horrible problems in its economy 
and many people starving, which could 
cause rebellions. More and more people 
are now aware about democracy because of tourism, but North Korean’s government for-
bids people from the outside tell the truth to its people. They will know the truth one day.
 After Soviet Union fell, the only major friend that North Korea had is China. But in 1979, 
after China’s dictator-communist chairman Mao Zedong died, the communist party of China changed 
a lot-it’s more westernized and began to trade with the capitalist countries such USA and Euro-
pean countries which angered North Korea inside. But North Korea pretends to be friendly with 
China in order to get supplies from China. Now, China is the main supplier of North Korea, with-
out China’s help, people in North Korea might be starving. But now, China feels that North Ko-
rea is really a burden because of its nuclear policy. One day, China probably will stop supporting 

North Korea and its people will find out that its gov-
ernment is a big lie, which could start a revolution.

 The relationship between North Korea and other 
countries in the world is terrible. Only few commu-
nist countries like Cuba, Vietnam, and Laos have 
contact with it. Other countries see North Korea as 
a terrorist country. Countries like South Korea and 
America are afraid of North Korea’s nuclear bomb. 

 History shows us that a country which in a situation 
likes North Korea will be overthrow by its people or 
will be ruined by foreign countries. For example, an-
cient China in Qing Dynasty was a country like North 
Korea-it had no relationship with other countries. It 
had a harsh leader and the country remained very poor. 
At last, people in China started a rebellion and west-
ern countries occupied China. The history shows that 
citizens in North Korea will start a rebellion and will 
have international relationships someday. Its people 
will find out the secrets of democracy, the gift of free-
dom, and what is wealth. It’s just the matter of time. 

A New Dictator For North Korea
BY JOHN GAO

A recent discov-
ery by NASA 
is the new life 
form that grows 
by substitut-
ing arsenic in-
stead of phos-
phorus. What 
does this have 
to do with any-
thing? It broad-
ens the search 
of life forms 
to a humon-
gous quantity. 

    This amazing 
discovery was 
found by astrobi-
ologists in Mono 
Lake, California. 

It was found in the mud that was taken from the 
lake. And since the lake had a unique makeup 
that included high concentrations of arsenic 
along with high levels of salinity and alkalinity, 
the new find was especially astounding to sci-
entists. Researchers created an extremely hostile 
environment, using arsenic instead of phospho-
rus (one of the things needed to survive and the 
building blocks of all organisms), and found that 
one microbe was able to tolerate this extremely 
toxic environment. Wolfe-Simon, one of the 
leading scientists in the research said it “grew and 
thrived. Nothing should have grown…We’ve 
cracked open the door for what’s possible with 
life elsewhere in the universe…What else might 
we find? What else might we want to look for?” 
    The microbe, called GFAJ-1, is said to 
breathe arsenic, like some microbes can, but 
what is different about this microbe is how 
it builds parts of itself out of arsenic! This 
discovery has changed life as we know it.

Miraculous Discovery: 
Arsenic-Fed Life Form
BY ALLEN HOSSIN
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The USA and South Korea will likely restart a 
new negotiation about FTA (Free Trade Associ-
ation) plan. People in Korea think that restart a 
new negotiation is an unfortunate thing because 
they think that FTA will somehow damage their 
economy. The main reason, some experts think,  
is beef. America once exported spoiled beef to 
South Korea, which made people angry in Ko-
rea.  The FTA also deals with agricultural prod-
uct, textile products, and investments.
    But we should also understand that America 
is in a recession, and the economy of America 
still doesn’t show signs of being better. GM’s 
troubles had a huge affect on America’s car in-
dustry. And in fact, the farmers of beef field also 
add stress on American government. It’s also a 
hard for America to do some changes that could 
harm its economy more.
    FTA negotiations have not fully been rejected 
by the Korean Government. But, if both coun-
tries can’t make a fair plan, then, the FTA is use-
less. For America, it will harm its car industry. 
For South Korea, it will harm its agricultural 
products. Who knows what’s going to happen 
next? 

The Great Beef War
BY JOHN GAO

The fashionable, designer sunglasses they 
were wearing protected their eyes from the 
flash of cameras; not so much from the natu-
ral light they hadn’t been exposed to for sixty 
nine days. As they leave the hospital where 
doctors questioned their awkwardly trendy 
shades, news reporters wait for them outside 
the door hoping to get an interview or a pic-
ture with them. Soccer teams from all over 
Europe invite them to their home games and 
they are featured on every television news 
channel around the world, but this was just 
the beginning as national heroes. A miner 
who casually jogs in the mines is invited to 
be the icon for this year’s New York Mara-
thon. All of them are given an iPod touch, 
£6000, and a vacation to Greece as well as an 
invitation to the President of Bolivia’s palace. 
The miners are promised books and movies 
about their survival underground for nearly 
ten weeks.
    The Chilean miners who were trapped two 
thousand feet under the surface for sixty nine 
days are now considered national heroes and 
are getting worldwide recognition. Many of 
the Chilean miners have returned to their 
impoverished, violence-torn neighborhoods 
where they remain to live. Some say they have used their job as a way to escape everyday problems 
in their lives, such as one young miner who shares a small, tin and wood home with sixteen other 
poor relatives. The government has given each miner thousands of dollars to move, but many of them 
do not have the courage to leave the neighborhoods they have always lived in. They are now stuck 
living both the lives of national heroes and poor Chilean miners, but I hope all thirty three can find 
their equilibrium.

The Chilean Miners:Where Are They Now?
BY MAX MARTIN

Features

As we approached the front of the school hoping to see the last stages of 
preparation for Coronation, we fell down a rabbit-hole and found ourselves in 
Wonderland. We saw Alice, the Mad Hatter, and other characters sitting down 
for tea under a vibrantly decorated gazebo surrounded by large playing cards. 
In search of more interviews, we talked to several students who were prepar-
ing this part of Coronation, such as Parisia Wright, who said she was putting 
up lights and streaming them everywhere. As we spoke with a large group 
of artists, Jonathan Hernandez recalled his experience, “I got my hand stu
    Coronation is not just dancing, taking pictures, and crowning Mr. and Mrs. Cross 
-- the students behind the preparation for the party are just as important as the night 
itself. We interviewed at least twenty-five students who prepared for this event by 
washing dishes all day to putting the centerpiece together by painting the gazebo. 
    Christopher Marrero expressed his love for culinary arts in an interview, in which 
he described his passion for “Creation, unexplainable creation, masterpiece, the 
ability to see it after you create it!” Christopher, with the help of many other cu-
linary students, was preparing his work of art in order to make Coronation their 
masterpiece. “I am slicing, carrying, and arranging for Coronation,” said Natalie 
May as she moved away from gracefully slicing strawberries, “besides eating 
the great food, I like to master different dishes in order to prepare for the party.” 
This was just one of the group’s scenic memories when preparing for the party. 

Preparation for Coronation
BY MAX MARTIN, JOOHYE JUNG, STEPHEN HANNON
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For members of 
the armed forces, 
Veteran’s Day is a 
day of celebration 
and appreciation. 
For all Americans, 
November 11th is 
a time to remem-
ber the achieve-
ments and sacri-
fices of veterans.  
    The day was 
made a legal 
holiday in 1938 
to honor the ar-
mistice signed 
in 1919 to cease 
the hostilities of 
World War I and 
as time passed, it became a dedication to all veterans of the United States military. 
    On November 10th, 2010, personnel of the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, and 
youth military cadets in the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps. held a ceremony at Cross to commemo-
rate this special day, as well as the November 10th birthday of the United States Marine Corps. 
    U.S. Army Sergeant First Class Norberto Morales led the service members through a flag 
raising ceremony. The United States and Marine Corps flags were raised by USMC Staff Ser-
geant Pablo Diaz and USMC Sergeant Christiana Alkire. Cadets of the USNSCC, Eliza-
beth Case, Derrin Gelston, Danae Morgan, Mark Anthony Horak, and Zachary Roller con-
ducted a color guard and rifle salute as the flags were raised. USAF Staff Sergeant David 
Albanese and New Haven Police Officer Miguel Aponte rendered salute during the ceremo-
ny as well. Many Wilbur Cross student viewed the ceremony and helped honor the veterans. 
    The ceremony, arranged by Wilbur Cross teacher Joseph Steele, honored the school’s teach-
ers and staff who have served in the armed forces, including honored guest Mr. Hickey, a veter-
an of the U.S. Marine Corps, along with many others: Mr. O’Connor, a veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force, and Wilbur Cross Truancy Officer Melvin Crespo, a veteran of the U.S. Army Special Forces. 
Many other Cross teachers and staff are former service members and supporters of the military.
    The event was a wonderful and deserved tribute to the teachers and service mem-
bers in attendance, as well as the rest of America’s military, past and present. 

Honoring Our Veterans
BY ELIZABETH CASE

On October 21st 2010, 101 students from Wil-
bur Cross were invited to the AP ceremony 
where they would receive $100 debit cards for 
their qualifying scores on the AP Math, Sci-
ence, and English tests. This was new -- stu-
dents were never paid for their success on the 
tests before. It was all made possible by Project 
Opening Doors (POD): “A partnership between 
the public and private sectors that seek to in-
crease CT student participation in AP courses 
and better insure their success in college.”
    POD has given our school, as well as many 
others a grant so teachers can have extra teach-
ing supplies such as ELMO’s (fancy projectors), 
laptops, and carts. Not only are they given sup-
plies, but the AP teachers are also given free in-
tensive training for the classes they teach which 
is provided by the National Math and Science 
Initiative (NMSI). POD has provided teachers 
(and food) at the mandatory Saturday sessions 
where several schools all meet at one to take spe-
cific in-depth classes on parts of the AP test. We 
are also required to have after school sessions as 
well for a little extra reinforcement. As Mrs. Pow-
ell puts it, “They don’t just throw you in there.”
    POD’s goal, which merges seamlessly with 
every high school’s, is that every high school 
student should take at least one AP course before 
leaving high school, then all attend college and 
finish there as well, and we close the achieve-
ment gap between urban schools and the schools 
in wealthier communities. Taking an AP course 
can only help you in the long run. AP students 
are more likely to perform well in college and 
graduate within four years, unlike their counter-
parts who are just being introduced to the heavi-
er workload. Let’s not forget that a qualifying 
score on any AP test may give you college credit. 
    Taking an AP class is difficult, but certain-
ly not impossible. And with sixteen different 
courses that you can take at Cross, you can 
certainly find something that interests you. The 
courses are: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, En-
vironmental Science, Language and Composi-
tion, Literature and Composition, Calculus AB, 
Calculus BC, Statistics, Government and Poli-
tics, US History, Psychology, World History, 
Spanish, and Music Theory. Take your pick! 

Studying Pays 
Off At Octobers A.P. 
Ceremony
BY CHANTE LEWIS

My Thanksgiving was crazy. The first thing I saw when I woke up was a whole bunch of little kids, 
including my brother, running around in their tighty whities. I especially noticed the pudding my 
brother stole on his face. My mom was yelling his name from the bottom of the first floor, but he was 
trying to find a hiding place so my mom couldn’t get him. Then when I went downstairs, I saw all 
my cousins, aunts, and uncles in the living room talking and joking around. My mom asked for my 
baby brother, with an angry face. After breakfast, I went to my room and I heard yelling: it was my 
cousins fighting over the Xbox controller. When I started playing Xbox, my closet opened up and my 
baby brother hopped out asking me if Mami was still looking for him. I told him, “Nahh, you good.” 
So he left and later on, I went downstairs to go eat with the family at the table for Thanksgiving.  
While we were eating and everything was quiet, my baby brother burped and then he burped again 
and farted at the same time. Everybody started laughing because of it. Then after we were all done 
eating, we all went to the living room to watch TV, tell jokes, and share memories. My uncle told a 
story about when he was young: my aunt’s parents didn’t want my uncle and her to be together. He 
said that the only way he would see her was at night when he would sneak inside her room by climb-
ing through the window. One day, he was sneaking up the window and my aunt’s mother opened the 
door from her room. My uncle got scared and let go, he fell hard onto the grass.  I asked everyone, 
“Don’t you love being with the family on Thanksgiving?” They all replied, “YESSSS!” Then after 
that, everyone left for home. There’s nothing better than being with your family on Thanksgiving. 

My Thanksgiving
BY JOHNNY OLAVARRIA
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Maybe you’ve walked down the E Wing and spotted him: full white beard, short stature, and 
sporting a goofy smile as he describes the Bill of Rights and popular sovereignty, subjects 
he’s been through with his classes many times over the years. He’s Nehemia Levin, age 65, an 
American and World History teacher with a special history of his own. Dr. Levin is a classic 
“mensch”: a fully formed human being, a person of integrity and honor, a stand up guy. 
 Dr. Levin was born on September 6, 1945, in Israel. He was the seventh of ten children of 
Polish immigrants who escaped the Germans by sneaking on a cattle boat bound for Palestine. 
He grew up in a small farming village nestled in a valley, where bullets rained down frequently 
from Arab raids. This was also where, as a small boy, he dreamed of becoming a Hollywood 
movie star. His dream didn’t last long, however, as he explored other interests, from playing 
mandolin or dulcimer in a band to learning about Jewish Zionist pioneers.
 Dr. Levin attended a religious school where he was taught by European Jewish immigrants 
until he graduated high school. “The school was different from American schools today,” Dr. 
Levin recounted, “There was a lot of respect for learned people, and so you earned respect by 
being scholarly. There was a focus on the importance of education and on discipline. Teachers 
were much less sensitive than they are today.”
 When Dr. Levin was 14, his parents left for America, leaving him and his brother behind 
so they could finish school. He worked as a farmer and a welder on submarines for the Israeli 
military. He even had a short stint as an amateur boxer. After graduating from high school, Dr. 
Levin joined the Israeli army, where he served as a soldier in the infantry.
 At age 21, he moved to the United States, where he attended The University of Connecticut 
and got a Ph.D. in Education. He began teaching in Jewish schools, teaching Jewish history 
and philosophy. He then attended the Rabbinical College of America in New Jersey in order to 
learn more about philosophy. “Rabbinical school taught me a lot,” noted Dr. Levin, “It taught 
me to keep asking myself questions every day and to always be thinking about what our pur-
pose is. I really learned to try and make my life meaningful.” After rabbinical school, Dr. Levin 

attended Yale, where he studied public health and epidemiology. Through a matchmaker, Dr. Levin met his wife, Gale, with whom he has five daughters 
and a son. 
 Dr. Levin taught and worked in real estate until 1999, when he began working as a Microsoft computer engineer until 2001, when he was hired 
to teach history in Wilbur Cross Annex,  a program housed in a building near the current Wilbur Cross. In 2006, he transferred to Wilbur Cross, where he 
had no classroom and had to push around a cart containing his teaching supplies. Now, his own classroom is located in room E205. 
 “I love teaching history,” said Dr. Levin, “I hope to keep teaching here because I love helping students pursue their passions.”   

Dr. Levin: Behind the Beard
BY SHOSHANA LOVETT-GRAFF

Standing at the very top of the bleachers beside my friends Alessa, Quinteya, Ed’Ana, and Shanesha, I was trying to keep myself as warm as possible while 
standing in the November air as I watched the Hillhouse vs. Cross football game. I was so cold that I almost didn’t notice the fight emerging on the other 
side of the bleachers. The sound of people suddenly screaming and running away caught my attention as two, then three, and then four boys fought one 
another in the outer section of the bleachers. We remained in our current spot, watching the fight carry for about two more minutes before police finally 
came and broke it all up. Shaking my head and rolling my eyes, I thought to myself, we can’t go anywhere and just have a good time without people acting 
out. After this, I had all the cold weather I could stand, so I bid farewell to my friends, and left the game early. 
 Scents of ham, turnips, collard greens, and candied yams filled my nose as I entered my warm and inviting house. I could hear an episode of Cake 
Boss playing on the small TV in the kitchen and my mom talking on her cell phone to one of her friends. I peeked into the oven to drool and marvel over 
the candied yams and cornbread dressing (the yams mostly). I couldn’t wait to eat, but unfortunately I didn’t have too much of a choice but to wait. To pass 
the time, I helped my mom shred cheese for the macaroni that my sister was making and cleaned up the kitchen a bit. When that was done, I went into my 
room to play on my computer until dinner was ready. Two hours went by, and I still had not eaten yet. I peeked out my room to find my mom still preparing 
food. Pretty soon it was almost 4:00 and everything was done, finally.  I got ready to make myself a plate when my mom told me, “We’re going to Uncle 
Luke’s house for dinner.” I looked at her confused. What was the point of cooking if we were just going to go to someone else’s house? 
 Walking into my Uncle Luke’s house, I slipped off my sneakers and made myself a small plate of food, suddenly not as hungry as I thought I 
was. Taking a seat at the table I slowly ate the potato salad and chopped barbecue while I listened to old stories about my mom and uncle’s childhood, like 
how one of their aunts used to make them come into the house at 6:00 p.m. during the summertime, how my uncle once threatened someone with a gun, 
and how one of their kittens was killed by a dog. Then we started to discuss different books like Along Came a Spider and Confessions of a Video Vixen. 
Thanksgiving was pretty…average.

Fights, Food, and Funny Memories 
BY DARNESHA AUSTIN-TAYLOR
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The SATs have had teenagers pulling their hair out for years. People say that it’s just a 
test and that it shouldn’t define who we are to colleges or to anyone else, but with more 
students applying to college than ever before, this test has taken on more power and more 
meaning. So we buy all the study guides and manuals that are “not affiliated with the Col-
legeBoard.” We study a plethora of SAT vocab like sagacious (showing acute mental dis-
cernment and keen practical sense; shrewd) and obsequious (characterized by or showing 
servile complaisance or deference; fawning) among many that we will never use. We try 
to decipher math problems that are written by people who must think “How can we @#!* 
with these kids?” And hopefully, we will emerge with scores that colleges will appreciate 
and will never have to take it again. Usually seniors take their second SAT in October. 
There was in December for anyone who wanted one more chance or those super students 
in 9th grade that want to get ahead of the game. Here is a minute to minute report of how 
my day went so anyone who hasn’t taken the SATs will have an idea of how it will be, with 
a few tips (identified by *). 
Friday, October 8, 2010
3:12 p.m. - Trying to get out of this newspaper meeting. I want to go home.
3:30 p.m. - Might as well print out my SAT admission slip since I’m here….
* Don’t forget to print this out; VERY important!
6:40 p.m. - At the mall, going to watch one of the several scary movies that have opened 
this month.

SAT DAY -- October  9, 2010
7:00 a.m. - Test I.D. Check. Calculator. Check. Fresh batteries. Check. Okay, I’m all set.
* I recommend a TI-83 or 84 calculator. Pack all that stuff the night before, you might forget stuff in the morning.
7:25 a.m. - Where in the world is my hoodie? I need to be comfortable to take this test!!!
7:30 a.m. - My Mom is beeping her her horn outside. Why am I always late?
7:35 a.m. - Pencils! I forgot my freaking pencils! Where the hell is the pencil sharpener?
* Bring a lot of pencils and a good eraser because for some reason most pencils come with crappy erasers as if you’re not going to erase anything.
7:45 a.m. - I can’t find my I.D! I know I picked it up but I can’t find it. Ugh, at least I’m at the school and people are still standing outside. 
7:47 a.m. - I just realized that I put my pants on backwards! That’s what I get for rushing. But Adidas pants feel the same whichever way you put it on. I 
must have dropped my I.D. before I got in the car. 
7:50 a.m. - What if they don’t let me take the test, because I don’t have I.D.? Oh God, please let them be nice. If I don’t take this is, it’s going to ruin 
everything. OMG, I am going to cry!
7:52 a.m. - What did Mr. Ramos say? G or B? I don’t even care, I really don’t. I need to flip my sweats around. 
7:57 a.m. - Thank God I know Ms. Shipley and Mr. Denaples. They identified me so I can get in. Thanks guys!
8:10 a.m. - The teacher is reading the instructions. I keep thinking, “Okay it all comes down to this. Breathe.” 
11:00 a.m. - Kind of hungry. Oh that’s right, I forgot food!
* Bring a snack! You won’t have time to eat anything big unless you like to inhale your food.
12:45 p.m. - I’m FREE! That actually wasn’t too stressful. I guess all those practice tests made this one just like any other.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

A Walk Through The SAT’s
BY CHANTE LEWIS

Leaning against the balcony of a float with a very large red apple was a man dressed in all black. He was 
wearing dark sunglasses as well as many gold chains, a shiny watch, and an awkwardly fashionable thin black 
headband. The artist was making an appearance at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade to self-advertise 
his newly released album, My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy. He was waving to the crowd, whose cheers 
flushed out his own music playing from the moving float. This was nothing new to a celebrity like him, until 
a girl from a third floor balcony overlooking Central Park and the parade shouted out his name. The clamor 
overpowered both the music and the fans cheering at ground-level. Kanye West turned around slowly and 
looked up to the terrace, only to see my ten-year-old sister. Surprised to see a female fan so young, he re-
moved his black shades from his face and waved and smiled to the source of the shout, my star-struck sister.
    Thousands of people have at least heard of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, but the major-
ity of them either watch it from the bleachers at ground level or on their television. I stood only sev-
eral feet from passing giant balloons such as a bright-eyed Smurf and a yellow, electrifying Pikachu.  
Seeing the twinkle in my little sister’s eye after being recognized by Kanye West made me realize how 
thankful I am for the opportunity of seeing the parade from this unique vantage point. In the spirit of 
the holiday, I give thanks for all the wonderful opportunities I’ve had this year—including this one. 

Kanye!
BY MAX MARTIN
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On the chilly Friday morning of October 22nd, 2010, nineteen students 
from Wilbur Cross High School attended the 28th Annual Journalism 
Conference held at Southern Connecticut State University. We were ei-
ther involved in The Proclamation or were in Mr. Brochin’s Journalism 
class, (he led a seminar on Classic Photojournalism). Once inside SCSU, 
we were instructed to attend two seminars, interview students from oth-
er schools, and lastly, meet up in the ballroom to listen to Paul Bass’s 
keynote speech. Also, photographers were to take pictures throughout 
the day and writers were to take notes on one or both seminars. After 
having an unusual breakfast consisting of cookies and coffee, we paired 
up and went our separate ways. 
 One of the seminars taught there was the How to Write a Col-
umn seminar, where we learned that you should never include statistics, 
numbers, or quotes in your lead. In this class, students from all over the 
state were taught about the different types of columns and blogging as 
well as given advice on how to write a successful column that engages 
the reader. Another memorable seminar was the Public Relations Semi-
nar, which seemed enticing since it had Lady Gaga in the heading. In 
it, a middle aged Caucasian man dressed casually in a white button up 
shirt, dark khaki pants, brown shoes, and thin rimmed glasses on his face, walked in. He started off his seminar by introducing himself, asking us why we 
were here, and making sarcastic comments. I don’t remember much about his seminar, but I do remember his rather sarcastic humor. 
    “To write a successful column, you have to reach back into your past, open up your thoughts and ideas, and make the column yours!” exclaimed Profes-
sor Frank Harrison III. Having written for the Chicago Tribune, New York Times, New Haven Register, and Washington Post, Professor Frank Harrison 
proved to be an experienced speaker and column writer. He held the seminar, How to Write a Column, and showed that he is a professor with a lot of 
advice for the high school students who attend his class. He lectured on the importance of backing up your opinions with facts and quotes and pointed out 
the differences between news writing, column writing, and blogging. “I recently wrote an article about bullying… both of my parents were offended by 
the story so I came up with a solution: to stop emailing my family my articles!” 
 About an hour later, the seminar was over and we had ten minutes or so to stretch and relax before our next hour long seminar. Most students from 
Cross took this opportunity to interview someone. One senior from Shelton High School named Molly was interviewed. It was her first time at the seminar 
and she was really looking forward to it because she was “Interested in making her school newspaper, Gaelwinds, more interesting.” She also said, “The 
seminar I’m looking most forward to is ‘What’s The Big Idea?’ because I really need work in how to write leads for my story.” When asked about what 
she liked the best about her writing and her newspaper, she said, “I like being a part of the newspaper, because I enjoy having my name in the paper and 
people who don’t know me admire my work.” 

 Mr. Brochin, our very own Journalism teacher, attracted a crowd of at least seventy 
journalism students to his talk about his class, Classic Photojournalism. In this seminar, 
students wrote down their reactions to a photograph being projected on a large screen in 
front of them. These responses included each student’s gut-level reaction to the picture, 
the lighting and composition, a detailed description of what they saw, and any questions 
they had after pondering about the photograph. Each student then conversed with their 
neighbor about the photograph and collaborated their ideas. Mr. Brochin then played an 
audio clip of an interview with photographer, W. Eugene Smith. He spoke about several 
pictures he produced and gave a detailed description about each one, like the students did 
as responses. “Do not worry about stories because they are all around you. If you step out 
of your house and take a look around, ideas will come to you.”
 The keynote speaker, Paul Bass, then spoke in front of every student from around 
Connecticut at the end of the conference. To begin, he showed the students two videos 
from the online newspaper he created in 2006. The first video was a brief interview with 
Senator Lieberman and the second one was of a pregnant woman yelling at a man on a 
bicycle to get off the street. According to him, both of these clips are considered news, 
because both the issues in local news and politics could affect us. Mr. Bass also spoke 

about other work he has done in New Haven such as how he investigated suspicious real estate companies. After telling the students about his findings, he 
appeared to be more of a Sherlock Holmes that a news reporter. 
 Students from Cross learned a lot from the seminars presented at SCSU. One student reported that she “learned a lot from the two seminars I at-
tended and from the speech delivered by Paul Bass. I honestly do not regret going to any seminar and overall, I feel I discovered more about Journalism 
through this conference.” Another student thought “It was a valuable experience that made me realize that to be a journalist, you have to rise your friends, 
family, safety, and creativity.” 

Journalism Conference at SCSU
BY MAX MARTIN AND DARNESHA AUSTIN-TAYLOR
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Arts

Director Gus Van Sant has made many movies 
with gay themes, like My Own Private Idaho, 
Elephant, and Mala Noche. As a filmmaker, he 
has confronted the problems facing teenagers 
and gays with a unique passion. Being openly 
gay himself, he can obviously relate to the sto-
ries he tells. His most recent film, Milk, came 
out in 2008 to wide critical acclaim and sev-
eral Oscar nominations. It won Best Actor and 
Best Original Screenplay. Sean Penn’s endear-
ing, moving performance even managed to win 
out over Mickey 
Rourke’s incred-
ible portrayal of 
a troubled wres-
tler in The Wres-
tler.
    It goes with-
out saying that 
Milk is a ter-
rific movie, and 
certainly one of 
the greatest of 
2008. The story, 
inspired by true 
events, tells of 
the famed gay 
activist Harvey Milk, and the struggle he went 
through becoming California’s first openly gay 
elected official. The film isn’t nearly all politi-
cal though; it takes care to study Harvey Milk 
himself and his relationships with others. By the 
end of the movie you will find yourself caring 
about Harvey Milk and hoping that he succeeds. 
This is why Milk is an incredible, powerful film. 
Gus Van Sant has made a remarkable achieve-
ment; he has painted a loving, lasting portrait of 
a real human being who fought for something, 
and whether or not you support gay rights, you 
will find yourself re-thinking your opinions by 
the time the credits roll.
 Beautiful cinematography, a gripping 
and heartbreaking conclusion, incredible per-
formances from James Franco and Sean Penn, 
and an excellent screenplay all come together 
to make Milk a movie that will be remembered 
not as a “gay” movie, but as a film about a fas-
cinating, wonderful person who changed his-
tory with his passion and dedication. It will be 
looked on as one of the best movies of 2008 and 
one of the best movies of Gus Van Sant’s origi-
nal, highly significant career. 

Milk Review
BY JOHAN SIGG

The latest installment in 
the Harry Potter mov-
ies- Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 1 
took in $125 million in the 
U.S. alone; internationally, 
around $330 million. It is a 
huge hit,. Does it live up to 
the hype?
    The movie acts as a pre-
quel to Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows: Part 
II, coming out July 15 of 
next year. It begins with 
Harry (played by Dan-
iel Radcliffe), Ron (Ru-
pert Grint), and Hermione 
(Emma Watson) preparing 

to defeat Harry’s enemy, Lord Voldemort (Ralph Fiennes). As a character says later on, “He’s only 
getting stronger,” and the only way to kill him is to eliminate his horcruxes, or pieces of his soul. As 
Harry sets out to do this, Voldemort’s followers take over the wizard government. The movie is like 
an extended road trip with Harry, Ron, and Hermione on the run from dark forces, hiding out in the 
wilderness, and arguing about their next step. 
    The plot is extremely complicated, so you really only get it if you’ve seen the sixth movie, or read 
the book. If you’ve read the book, the movie is excellent- it stays true to the plot, the acting is more 
than believable and it goes without saying that the special effects are unreal. The director manages 
to balance the chaos that comes with the story, with the down time that the three friends experience 
in the book, and the problems that come with growing up and falling in love, making almost every 
moment of this movie suspenseful.

Harry Potter 7 Review
BY SARAH CURTIS

The Broadway production Fela! has been 
given great reviews from the beginning. 
The story is about the life of a man named 
Fela Anikulapo Kuti, who revolutionized 
not only music around the world but lead 
to changes in the Nigerian government. The 
Afro beats mixed with salsa flair and jazz 
was enough to make you get out of your 
seat.
The lead actor, Kevin Mambo, who plays 
Fela, makes the show work by interacting 
with the audience. The dancers were mag-
nificent, and the theater was set up to be like 
Fela’s nightclub in Nigeria. One of the high-
lights of the show was when Patti LaBelle, 
the known R&B singer performed. She 
played Fela’s deceased mother and put a lot 
into the character. Overall the show was ex-
cellent. The strong themes in the production 
really speak out to not only to adults, but to 
teenagers. I absolutely recommend seeing 
this show.

Fela! Review
BY CIARA MORAN
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     Does  David Fincher have a Facebook account? It would surely be hard to make a movie about the 
origin of the hugely popular social networking website Facebook without knowing anything about it. Re-
gardless of his friend count, David Fincher has come a long way. He began his career directing music videos. 
After a while, he was granted a chance to direct his first feature film, Alien 3. His next movie, a dark horror 
tale, was Seven, a horrific and controversial detective film about a murderer who makes grisly examples of 
his victims. After Seven came The Game, an odd thriller mostly overlooked because of the enormous suc-
cess of Fincher’s next film, Fight Club. Although initially being a box office failure, Fight Club has become 
a critically-acclaimed cult classic. After Fight Club came Panic Room, Zodiac, and in 2008, The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button. This last film won Fincher a Best Picture nomination and a place for his film in the 
Criterion Collection, a highly respected series of DVDs that chronicle some of the greatest films of all time. 

 Fincher’s latest film may be his best. The Social Network, a masterful telling of Mark Zuckerberg’s legal battles in creating Facebook, is sur-
prisingly brilliant, and a very drastic change in the mood of David Fincher’s movies. It is radically different from the other movies that David Fincher 
has made, but it retains the trademark honesty, style, and intrigue found in his movies. When I heard about The Social Network, I thought it would be a 
joke. Why make a movie about Facebook? Is the story really all that interesting? Even if it wasn’t, a terrific script and some powerful performances from 
relatively new actors Jesse Eisenberg and Andrew Garfield, keep the film intriguing and enthralling. The tension and drama entertaining some humorous, 
amusing dialogue will keep you watching, and by the end, you’ll think “How did they pull it off?” This question goes for not just the makers of Facebook, 
but the makers of The Social Network. Don’t expect a boring sermon on the life of a computer nerd; The Social Network is a fantastic movie that could 
have been awful, it is funny, intense, powerful, and an overall triumph on all levels. It is one of the greatest films of 2010, and is sure to garner a few Oscar 
nominations. The Social Network is the next step in building recognition for David Fincher and Jesse Eisenberg, both of whom have come very far. Go 
check out The Social Network. You won’t regret it.

Log on to The Social Network!
BY JOHAN SIGG

I am not a fan of the singer-songwriter Patti Smith. I 
must admit that most of the time, her poetry makes no 
sense to me. Her prose however, does. She started her 
career as an artist, developed a love for writing poetry, 
and finally became famous as a songwriter and musi-
cian. Now after a sharp turnaround from punk poet to 
earth-mother housewife, she mostly writes books. Her 
latest memoir, Just Kids, attempts to explain her own 
early career through her romance and friendship with 
famous artist Robert Mapplethorpe, who helped her get 
through her first few tough years in New York. Map-
plethorpe critiqued her art and encouraged her to start 
playing the guitar. In return, she was his ultimate muse 
and a constant companion as he started to struggle with 
HIV/AIDS. 
 Mapplethorpe is known for his dark side, and 
Patti Smith is there to give us insight into his conflicted 
feelings about sexuality, trapped between his homosexu-
ality and his strict Catholic upbringing. She describes his 
growth through his art, starting with his obsession with 
Catholic symbols, to his interest in sadomasochism. 
 Smiths descriptions of the world around her, 
filled with famous musicians, famous places and famous 
artists, are easily believable. She is realistic about her feelings towards her them, and how they both 
hurt and helped her. In her passages about famous artists, she sounds like a starstruck child, relating 
her giddiness when she sings Janis Joplin a poem, and her excitement at being almost picked up by 
Allen Ginsburg. Patti Smith went through a lot between running away to New York and becoming 
famous. Just Kids is worth reading to understand how it felt to be caught up in a world filled with 
Andy Warhol, addiction and Rock and Roll.
 There is intimacy in the way Smith writes and what she writes about that Just Kids is 
almost hard to read, as if you were reading a personal diary that you know is private. But read it 
anyway for a little more insight into what made Patti Smith who she is today.

1. Guided By Voices – “Gold Star For Robot 
Boy”
2. Why? – “Rubber Traits”
3. Bruce Springsteen – “Atlantic City”
4. Keepaway – “Yellow Wings”
5. Johnny Cash – “Folsom Prison Blues”
6. Pavement – “Summer Babe (Winter Version)”
7. Wise Blood - “STRT SRNS”
8. Cap’n Jazz - “Oh Messy Life”
9. Pigeon John – “Money Back Guarantee”
10. Arcade Fire – “Modern Man”

1. Mexican Institute of Sound - “El Microfono”
2. tUnE-yArDs - “Sunlight”
3. Talib Kweli - “Get By”
4. Miniature Tigers - “Bullfighter Jacket”
5. Local Natives - “Airplanes”
6. Jaydiohead - “Fall In Step”
7. The Cat Empire - “The Chariot”
8. River City Extension - “Something Salty, 
Something Sweet”
9. Speech Debelle - “Spinnin’”
10. The Tallest Man On Earth - “The Dreamer”

Ten Song PlaylistsJust Kids Review
BY THEA DOYON BY JOHN BRANCH

BY DAVID ELKIN-GINNETTI
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Advice, Etc.

Females:
-Try a pair of black designed stockings with flo-
ral patterns or whatever. 
-Get a pair of black boots preferably not with a 
heel (may send the wrong message). Try cow-
boy boots (for both short and tall), fashionable 
hiking boots (short), or just knee high boots 
(tall) in black or a caramel (or any brown). 
-Match it up with any solid color skirt (not 
bright), or winter shorts (jean are fine, corduroy 
is even better). 
-Try wearing a one size bigger button up (from 
mid-chest if you can find one) tucked into you 
skirt or shorts. Leave the button up open slightly, 
to a certain standard… meaning: don’t show too 
much or any cleavage. Great color button ups 
are white, a bright blue jean, or gray (soft col-
ors). 
-Try finding an over sized nickels that either 
matches with your stockings or even better 
boots, skirt, or shorts. Bring a pocketbook to 
school if possible to match with your extremely 
cute outfit. Top it off with a headband that also 
matches with your boots, stockings, or skirt/
shorts. 
-And add any other wonderful things to this 
master outfit.  

Males:
-Colors, Colors, Colors! Pair up a graphic tee 
with BLACK in it SOMEWHERE, with a pair 
of skinny jeans. 
-Wear a pair of sneakers that match with a color 
in your shirt, or the shirt color itself. Get a watch 
that pops out another color in your shirt. 
-If possible wear a man-cardigan preferably 
black round neck or v-neck; it won’t be butt-
toned anyway. 
-Grab a Fitted that matches with the shirt I’m 
sure you’ll have one, if not BUY one. 
-And top it off with, wearing matching socks 
just to be cool like that. 

Submit reviews and pictures to the Proclama-
tion on how the outfit worked out for you! They 
may be published in the next article. Please and 
Thank You! 

Horoscopes
BY MAYA WILSON

Cross Fashion 
Trends
BY MAYA WILSON

Sagittarius (11/22-12/21)
You feel like you’re having doubts about quizzes/test this month. Don’t worry you’ll be sure to get 
good grades on most of them. Happy Birthday!!! 
Capricorn (12/22-01/21)
Your friends are on your back about everything. But you’re trying to worry about your own prob-
lems. Tell them you’ll get back to them but right now, you’re doing you.
Aquarius (1/20–2/18)
All your hard work is paying off. SIKE. Don’t get to cocky things may change. Watch out.
Pisces 2/19–3/20
Is your home life getting in the way of your school life? Keep them separate, that’ll be the BEST.
Aries 3/21–4/19
You’re putting your all into your sports, GREAT! Try focusing on you academics a little. 
Taurus (4/20–5/20)
Basketball, Indoor Track, Wrestling games coming up. Go out and support you GOVERNORS!!!
Gemini 5/21–6/21
You’re the one getting all the good grades this month. KEEP it UP.
Cancer 6/22–7/22
Your boyfriend/girlfriend is getting under your skin, don’t worry, it will pass. Stay focused on 
school. 
Leo 7/23–8/22
MONEY MONEY! Seniors be sure to apply for those scholarships, you’ll be sure to get one!
Virgo 8/23–9/22
Everything is getting on your last nerves. SUCKY! Just stick it out good things well be coming. 
LIBRA 9/23-10/22
Relax. Go for a walk. Everything will be just dandy.
SCORPIO 10/23-11/21
Beware of temptations. A dark stranger waits for you on the sixth.
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Ms. Insight
Dear Ms. Insight,

Help! I have a great social life and I have tons 
of fun on the weekends. All my friends look up 
to me and compliment me all the time (it gets 
really annoying).  I’m afraid people are begin-
ning to be jealous of me because I’m so happy. I 
mean, I can’t help that I’m popular, right? What 
should I do?
Ms. Happy

Dear Ms. Happy,
Oh my god, like, it must be so hard to be you! 
No.
I doubt people are jealous of you because you’re 
so happy. I don’t know enough about your little 
problem, but I’m guessing you only want to 
think about yourself, and it doesn’t occur to you 
that you could have insulted anyone. Maybe you 
need to start thinking about other people instead 
of yourself.
Some suggestions to help yourself: 
There’s other life besides social life. Take one 
weekend where you, like, don’t go to the mall. 
Read a book or go to the gym or watch TV. Just 
please do something other than, like, text.
Try to be nicer, for example, if someone says “I 
like your hair”, you can say “Thanks, I like your 
shoes” instead of “I know.”
Ordinarily I recommend therapy, but you prob-
ably use it as a way to talk about yourself, so I’m 
not going to bother.

You’re welcome!
Ms. Insight

Sports

Elm City Bowl
BY CIARA MORAN

The highlight of the football season every year is the Elm City Bowl against our longtime rival Hill-
house. The entire football season leads up to that cold autumn day. All of the players had that shine 
in their eyes; they really wanted the win. 

Being on the sidelines with the coaches and players is a totally different experience than being in 
the stands. The coaches didn’t need to say much to encourage the players to play their best. The first 
quarter was a bit disappointing, but in the second, the players kicked it into gear and came back. In 
the third quarter the crowd grew more anxious and cheers rang out from both sides. Fourth quarter 
was so exciting; both teams really pushed for themselves for the win. In the end we lost 30-28, but we 
did not feel defeated. Most of the players said that they gave it their all and would come back harder 
and take the victory next year! 
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Looking Ahead to the 2018 and 2022 FIFA 
World Cups 
BY MAX MARTIN

On December 2, 2010, Russia and 
Qatar were respectively named the 
locations for the 2018 and 2022 
FIFA World Cups. Before being 
selected to host one of the largest 
sporting events of the year, both 
countries went through a long bid-
ding process. Russia competed 
against England, Portugal and 
Spain, and Belgium and the Neth-
erlands in order to be named the 
tournament’s host. In response to 
being selected as the host country, 
Russian Bidding Nation said “We 
are now ready to go to work in pre-
paring a remarkable tournament ex-
perience that will surprise the world 
of football and serve to realize the 

true promise of the FIFA World Cup.” Russian sports analysts also said that the country has much to 
look forward to –and much of their international reputation is at stake– because they are also the host 
for the 2014 Winter Olympics. 

Qatar in turn proved to 
be a more suitable loca-
tion for the 2022 World 
Cup than Japan, Austra-
lia, South Korea, or the 
USA. The 2022 World 
Cup will take place in 
a Middle Eastern coun-
try for the first time in 
soccer history. When 
asked why the country 
was a suitable location 
for such a great event, 
Bidding Nation Qatar 
said “We will show-
case the best traditions 
of the world’s greatest 
sporting event while 
presenting astonishing 
innovations aimed at 

propelling football’s worldwide growth.” Although this small Middle Eastern 
state and the largest country in the world may seem to have very little in com-
mon, they both will be sharing the glory of hosting the FIFA World Cup for the 
first time.  

One of Qatar’s proposed stiadums

 Ed White was a basketball player 
when he at-
tended Wil-
bur Cross in 
the 1960’s. 
White can 
see the 
changes that 
the game 
has gone 
through in 
the last few 
d e c a d e s , 
“The game 
has changed 
a lot, many 
people don’t 
have the 

same desire to play.” He the continued by say-
ing, “the couching attitude has changed the 
players attitude” A lot of kids are just in it for 
the money and fame now, they could care less 
about the sport.White said, “there playing a 
game and there not playing it well” a lot of play-
ers aren’t following shots or getting rebounds. 
Nobody’s playing defensively anymore. White 
said, “Back then there were some good ball 
players.” 
 Back in the 1970’s, a few years after 
Ed White graduated, Wilbur Cross High school 
was ranked number 1 in the country. That team 
consisted of Danny Hardy, John Williamson, 
James Williamson, and Bruce Cambell among 
others. White says, “Just play ball”. Maybe with 
some good school spirit, discipline and respect 
Wilbur Cross can make an amazing return to the 
top.

Ed White
BY THEA DOYON
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CROSS HAS PEP!
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ELM CITY BOWL


